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EAST REGION 
Bruce Eddy, Region Manager 
 
Dillon Dam Removal 

The Umatilla River is home to five distinct runs of 

anadromous fish (fall and spring Chinook, coho, 

summer steelhead, and lamprey). While all of the 

salmon runs have been re-established through the 

efforts of the Bonneville Power Administration 

(BPA), Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian 

Reservation (CTUIR) and Department of Fish and 

Wildlife, the summer steelhead run has a large, 

stable, wild component. This wild summer 

steelhead population is listed under the federal 

Endangered Species Act as part of the Middle 

Columbia Distinct Population Segment and is part 

of the Middle Columbia River Steelhead Recovery 

Plan.  

 
Several Umatilla River water diversions create 

passage barriers for both rearing juveniles and 

returning adults of anadromous species. A number 

of these water diversion structures can or have 

ceased to function because of improvements in 

irrigation efficiency and water delivery technology. 

Part of the focus of our collective restoration 

efforts has been resolving many of these passage 

barriers. 

 

Dillon Dam has been a fish barrier on the Umatilla 

since constructed in 1915.  The dam diverted water 

to the Dillon ditch for irrigation. Over the last 

several years, a multi-agency effort was undertaken 

to design a water delivery system that would 

maintain irrigation from the Dillon Ditch while 

improving fish passage.  The solution was to 

remove the 100-year-old dam and install a pipeline 

upstream. Project implementation began with 

pipeline installation that was completed at the end 

of June. The dam removal began in mid-July this 

year and was complete by mid-August.  

 

 
 

The John Day Screening and Passage Program 

removed the dam.  The CTUIR, The Umatilla 

Basin Watershed Council, the Oregon Watershed 

Enhancement Board, BPA, and the Oregon 

Restoration and Enhancement Board provided 

funding for the project. River Design Group has 

provided planning, design, and dam removal 

oversight.  

 

Dillon Dam is the first mainstem water diversion 

dam to be removed from the Umatilla River in 

over 25 years. Once this removal is complete, 

lessons learned will be applied to remove the 

Brownell Dam lower in the system in 2018. 
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Ladd Marsh Passerine Monitoring 

Little is known about passerine bird (cedar 

waxwing, yellow warblers, etc.) use of northeast 

Oregon. Other than the annual Christmas Bird 

Count, which is a snapshot of all birds in winter, 

there are no formal efforts to document passerine 

birds in northeast Oregon. The only information 

available is occasional observations by bird 

watchers and incidental observations by 

department staff.  Because of the unorganized 

nature of current observations, birds presenting 

only fleetingly during migration and low 

detectability of many birds, it is likely many bird 

species are underreported.  

 

 
 

There is growing interest in documenting the 

occurrence, productivity and survival of passerine 

and near-passerine (i.e. doves, woodpecker, etc.) 

birds.  Biologists also want to document changes 

in breeding areas, migration routes and species 

assemblages due to climate change, habitat loss 

and other environmental changes. The Institute 

for Bird Populations’ (IBP) Monitoring Avian 

Productivity and Survival (MAPS) program is a 

vehicle for collecting this information.  MAPS is a 

nation-wide effort to collect long-term data on 

passerines through regular and long-term mist-net 

capture and banding.   

 

The department and Friends of Ladd Marsh will 

establish a MAPS station at Ladd Marsh Wildlife 

Area spring of 2018. In preparation for this, they 

hosted a seven-day training by IBP instructor 

Danielle Kaschube in early August on how to 

participate in the MAPS effort. Eight people from 

the area surrounding Ladd Marsh were willing to 

commit to the program and participated in the 

training. With 165 birds of more than a dozen 

species captured during this year’s training, all 

participants had plenty of hands-on experience. 

The group is looking forward to contributing to 

the understanding of northeast Oregon birds 

through this project. 

 
 
WEST REGION 
Bernadette Graham- Hudson, Region Manager 
 
ODFW Continues Black-tailed Deer 
Investigations 
The West Region Wildlife Research program has 
been examining Black-tailed deer in four wildlife 
management units (WMU) since 2011 – Alsea, 
Trask, Dixon and Indigo. Major portions of the 
study include marking deer with GPS radio-collars 
and developing a new population survey method.  
 
During 2011-2015, 308 deer (228 females, 80 
males) were radio-collared: 91 in the Trask, 73 in 
the Alsea, 88 in the Indigo, and 56 in the Dixon. 
Deer have been radio-collared on four different 
landowner types: 134 on Federal, 19 on State, 39 
on small Private (less than 320 acres), and 116 on 
large Private (more than 320 acres). Radio-collars 
have a link that detaches after 72 weeks; the collar 
falls off the deer, researchers recover it and 
download the location data.  
 
Staff examined both habitat and home range data 
from recovered collars that accumulated more 
than 500,000 locations. Black-tailed deer home 
ranges in the Coast Range and lower elevations of 
the Cascades have generally been less than 1.5 km2 
but deer captured in higher elevation areas of the 
Cascades have shown seasonal migrations of up to 
32 km.  
 
Habitat analysis for 62 radio-collared deer from 
the Alsea and Indigo WMUs have shown a 
preference for forest stands age zero to three years 
(possibly for forage), avoidance of forests age four 
to 10 years, and preference of forests 11-20 years 
of age (possible used as cover). In general, radio-
collared does use Grassland/Herbaceous cover 
significantly more than what occurs proportionally 
in their home ranges.  
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We have documented 110 mortalities caused by six 
factors: predation (42), legal harvest (25), illegal 
harvest (7), disease/accident related (8), vehicle 
collision (3), and unknown cause mortality (25).  
 
In July 2016, two additional WMUs (Tioga and 
Applegate) were added to the study and 35 
additional deer have been marked. We will 
continue research efforts in these WMUs for three 
years.  
 
The second objective of this study uses a novel 
method for estimating deer populations in each 
WMU. Deer fecal samples are collected at selected 
sites across each WMU, sent to a genetics lab 
where DNA is extracted used to determine the 
number of individual deer sampled on the site.  
 
Since the size of the area sampled is known and 
the number of deer can be determined, biologists 
use the data to determine the deer density. Then 
by extrapolation, population numbers are 
estimated. During 2011-2015, more than 22,000 
fecal samples were collected in the initial four 
WMUs. Deer density estimates are currently being 
derived based on the data. 

 
Radio-Collared Black-Tailed Deer 
 

Oregon: A Lamprey “Hot Spot” 
With 10 native species of lamprey out of the 44 
species worldwide, it is not surprising that Oregon 
is seen by many as a lamprey diversity “hot spot”. 
Last year, Oregon’s capacity to address lamprey 
management and conservation issues received a 
boost when Dr. Ben Clemens took on the role of 
ODFW’s Statewide Lamprey Coordinator. Since 
then ODFW has been hearing appreciation from 
tribes, federal agencies and other partners about 
the value that this position brings to management 
of lampreys in Oregon.  

 
Clemens has his work cut out for him. Four of 
Oregon’s native lampreys are on the sensitive 
species list and are also identified as Oregon 
Conservation Strategy species. These include 
Pacific lamprey, Western brook lamprey, Miller 
Lake Lamprey, and Western river lamprey. Six of 
the 10 species of lampreys in Oregon are dealt 
with in conservation plans (including the Miller 
Lake Lamprey Conservation Plan and the Klamath 
River Basin Fish Management Plan). Among 
Clemens’ top priorities is development of a 
conservation plan for lampreys in the Snake and 
Columbia rivers and Coastal Oregon.  
 

 
Western Brook Lamprey 
 
Clemens is also working with ODFW district staff 
and partners in the Coos-Coquille and Mid-Coast 
districts where presence/absence surveys for the 
anadromous Pacific Lamprey will be conducted at 
two locations (Eel Lake Basin and North Fork 
Alsea River). The purpose of these ‘sister’ projects 
is to determine presence and relative abundance of 
the anadromous Pacific Lamprey above and below 
potential passage barriers. Information on lamprey 
abundance is needed prior to providing lamprey 
ramps designed to improve passage past the 
potential migration barriers such as Eel Lake Dam. 
Clemens and partners, including the Tenmile 
Lakes Basin Partnership and the Confederated 
Tribes of the Coos, Lower Umpqua and Siuslaw 
are focusing their efforts on wadable portions of 
streams in the basin using backpack electro-
shockers to stun and capture the lamprey for 
identification and enumeration. These surveys will 
occur again after the lamprey ramps have been 
installed. Previous research in Oregon and 
Washington has shown evidence that Pacific 
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Lamprey can recolonize rapidly once they have 
suitable passage conditions. 
 

Clemens is also working with the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service on their Pacific Lamprey 
Conservation Initiative and he assists ODFW’s 
fishery managers with tribal harvest data for 
Pacific Lamprey at Willamette Falls to set the tribal 
fishery there. 
 
INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
Roger Fuhrman, Information and Education 
Administrator 
 
New Recreation Website Set to Go Live 
ODFW’s new, recreation focused website is 
expected to go live in late September. The site, 
developed with the help of Travel Oregon’s web 
contractor, will focus on fishing, hunting, 
crabbing, clamming and wildlife viewing 
opportunities. The site will be mobile friendly and 
is intended to be the source for information on 
wildlife-based recreation. New customers will find 
information on how to get started enjoying 
Oregon’s wildlife, while experienced customers 
will find it easier to locate stocking schedules, 
regulation changes, and the popular weekly 
Recreation Report. Regulations will still be hosted 
on an E-Regs platform provided by an outside 
vendor, and license sales, hunt reporting and class 
registration will continue to be provided by the 
Active Network license vendor. 
 

 
Screenshot from new ODFW website 
 
Recreation based content will be migrated off the 
department’s current website (dfw.state.or.us). 
Eventually, that site will be revamped to focus on 
department programs and activities like 
commercial licenses and permits, wildlife 
management plans, employment opportunities, 
meeting notices, public records requests, news 
releases and other non-recreation related content.  
 

The new recreation focused site will make it easier 
to promote fishing, hunting, shellfish and wildlife 
viewing opportunities and share this content with 
other partners, like Travel Oregon and regional 
travel organizations.  
 
Oregon State Fair  
“Where’s Herman?” is the most frequently asked 
question at the ODFW booth at the Oregon State 
Fair.  For nearly 50 years, Herman the Sturgeon 
was the star of the ODFW booth. When the stress 
of transporting Herman to and from the fair 
became too much, ODFW stopped bringing the 
massive sturgeon to Salem. That didn’t stop the 
questions, though. This year, fairgoers can read 
Herman’s story for themselves. “Where’s 
Herman” is one of several new signs posted as 
part of an upgrade of ODFW’s State Fair 
presence.  
 

 
Designer Rinee Merritt with new sign at ODFW State 
Fair booth 
 
Other signs describe ODFW’s role in fish and 
wildlife management, wildlife areas, hatcheries, and 
provide tips on fishing. The sign text is available in 
Spanish by scanning a QR code thanks to the 
assistance of Vive Northwest, an organization 
dedicated to connecting the Latino community 
with the outdoors.  
 

 
QR code and link to Spanish language version 
 

 

odfw.com/espanol/bienvenido.asp 
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The fish tank, turtles and pelt display are back. 
New taxidermy mounts are on display as are 
stuffed birds, many of which are found on ODFW 
wildlife areas. 
 
OREGON STATE POLICE 
Captain Jeff Samuels, Fish & Wildlife Division 
 
Ocean Salmon/Halibut Patrols 
Troopers from the Astoria office conducted an 
ocean salmon, bottom fish, and Dungeness crab 
patrol near the mouth of the Columbia River. The 
Troopers contacted 10 boats and 25 anglers, 
resulting in the issuance of several citations for 
Angling Prohibited Method: Barbed Hooks, 
Angling Prohibited Method: Treble Hook, and 
Illegal Possession of Non Adipose Fin-Clipped 
Coho Salmon as well as a couple warnings.  
 
A Trooper contacted numerous salmon anglers 
returning from the ocean at the Hammond 
Mooring Basin. The Trooper cited a licensed guide 
for: Illegal Possession of Undersized Chinook 
Salmon after the guide arrived at the dock with 
three Chinook under the minimum length limit of 
24 inches. The guide stated he was unfamiliar with 
the ocean salmon length regulations and 
mistakenly believed Chinook had a 20-inch 
minimum length requirement. 
 
Troopers from the Astoria office conducted 
another boat patrol on the ocean off Clatsop 
County. Over 75 recreational salmon anglers were 
contacted, with several citations and being issued 
for Fail to Immediately Validate Harvest Card, 
Angling Prohibited Method – Barbed Hooks, and 
Unlawful Taking of Non Adipose Fin Clipped 
Coho Salmon. One boat was contacted with three 
subjects on board. The subjects stated they had 
retained five Chinook salmon. Inspection of their 
catch revealed that all five of the salmon were wild 
coho. All of the subjects were using barbed hooks 
as well. They were cited for Unlawful Taking Non 
Adipose Fin Clipped Coho Salmon.  
 

 
 
A Trooper from the Astoria office conducted a 
joint boat patrol of the ocean off the Columbia 
River with a Washington Department of Fish and 
Wildlife Officer. One of the boats contacted with 
an angler aboard said he had caught a hatchery 
Chinook, which was located in his cooler. A 
boarding and consent search of the boat revealed 
the subject also had a wild coho under the transom 
of the boat. The subject was cited for Unlawful 
Taking Non Adipose Fin Clipped Coho Salmon, 
and the coho was seized.  
 
A Trooper from the Newport office partnered 
with a Lincoln County Marine Patrol Deputy for 
an offshore halibut patrol for the first weekend of 
the summer All Depth Halibut Season. Fishing 
pressure was high due to excellent ocean 
conditions. One of the boats contacted during the 
patrol had three anglers onboard and a total of five 
halibut. The anglers stated they had no idea how 
the extra halibut got there and they must have 
miscounted. The two extra halibut were seized and 
later donated to charity. The anglers were cited for 
Fail to Validate Harvest Card with one of the 
anglers receiving an additional citation for 
Exceeding Daily Limit of Halibut. 
 
CONSERVATION PROGRAM 
Andrea Hanson, Oregon Conservation Strategy 
Coordinator   
 
Sierra Nevada Red Fox Research Project 
The Department continues to work with Tim 
Hiller, a former ODFW employee and current 
Executive Director of the Wildlife Ecology 
Institute, on Sierra Nevada (SN) red fox research 
that began in 2012. The original study confirmed 
presence of the SN red fox in the Oregon 
Cascades, and was partially responsible for the U.S. 
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Fish and Wildlife Service’s (USFWS) decision not 
to list the species in Oregon.  
 
Hiller and ODFW wildlife technician Jack Vaughn 
from the Deschutes Watershed District are 
working to capture and radio-collar 10 SN red fox 
by the end of June 2018. In May 2017, a male and 
female SN red fox were captured (separately) and 
radio-collared in Deschutes County. This month 
(August 2017), a juvenile fox born this year was 
captured and collared. The radio-collars will be 
active for one year, which Vaughn will monitor 
from the ground. The data collected will provide 
information on SN red fox habitat use, denning 
activities, foraging behavior, seasonal elevational 
changes, and sources of mortality.    
 
The SN red fox is a Strategy Species that is only 
found in high-elevation meadows and forests of 
the Oregon Cascades south into northern 
California, and in the Sierra Nevada of California. 
The latter population is believed to have less than 
50 individuals in total, whereas the Oregon 
Cascades may hold more foxes, but probably in 
fragmented areas. This study aims to fill some of 
the data gaps identified for the SN red fox in the 
Oregon Conservation Strategy. 
 
Funding for this project comes from ODFW, the 
Pittman-Robertson Act, and the USFWS. Other 
project cooperators and funders include the 
Wildlife Ecology Institute, U.S. Forest Service, 
U.C. Davis, The High Desert Museum, Cascades 
Carnivore Project, Oregon Wildlife Foundation, 
and Oregon Zoo Foundation. 
 

 
 

OCEAN SALMON AND COLUMBIA 
RIVER PROGRAM 
Tucker Jones, Ocean Salmon and Columbia River 
Program Manager  
 
OSCRP’s “Zone 6” Recreational Creel Survey 
samples Non-Salmonids, Too! 
For the second year, the Oregon Department of 
Fish and Wildlife has been sampling the 
recreational fishery in the impounded mainstem 
Columbia River upstream of Bonneville Dam to 
the Oregon/Washington state line (aka, “Zone 6”). 
The survey focuses on spring, summer and fall 
Chinook salmon, steelhead trout, sockeye salmon, 
and coho salmon. However, it also provides a 
useful index of other sport fish species including 
white sturgeon, smallmouth bass and, this year 
especially, walleye.  
 
The primary objective of the creel survey is to 
improve the accuracy and timeliness of 
recreational salmon and steelhead harvest and 
encounter rate information to supplement and 
inform current harvest modeling efforts.  
The survey encompasses the entirety of the 
impounded Columbia River mainstem including 
both sides of the river. The Zone 6 Fishery was 
broken into four reaches separated by Federal 
hydropower dams. Each day creel clerks are 
assigned to a specific launch or bank angling 
location with creel effort approximately 
proportional to angler effort. Effort and catch data 
are collected via angler interviews.  
 
As mentioned above, the primary objective is to 
focus on salmon, steelhead, and sturgeon; 
however, we have also been able to collect some 
additional information about other resident sport 
fish such as walleye. Preliminary 2017 data appears 
to confirm the 2016 finding that substantial effort 
is expended by anglers targeting walleye, 
particularly in The Dalles and John Day pools. 
Since April 1, when the creel began for the year, 
anglers have taken more than 24,000 combined 
walleye trips in The Dalles and John Day pools, 
with slightly more than half of those occurring in 
the John Day Reservoir. 
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These efforts have yielded substantial catches of 
walleye. Over the same period, anglers harvested 
~49,000 and ~42,000 walleye in The Dalles and 
John Day pools respectively. This totals ~ 91,000 
walleye harvested across both pools since April of 
2017 (or about four fish per angler trip). If past 
trends hold, this fishery may exhibit a fall peak 
resulting in an excellent opportunity for those 
willing to brave the weather during a two to three 
week period around Thanksgiving. 
 
Another interesting preliminary result, walleye 
length data taken from harvested fish (see included 
picture) suggests that the majority of these fish 
come from a very strong 2015 year class, which 
appears to be recruiting to the fishery. 
 
END OF FIELD REPORTS FOR  
September 15, 2017 


